Progression Session

Date: 7th September 2019

Venue: The New Wolsey Theatre, Ipswich
Attending: (TH), (GH), (COBE), (SOBE), (MW), (IF), (BT), (BJ)
Apologies: (BP), (EC), (AS), (SBM)

1. Welcome and introductions

· It was TH's first time at a Progression Session. She is going to start volunteering with the Disability Advice service in Martlesham soon. She and BJ worked together on an access project with Suffolk Coalition of Disabled People two years ago.
· IF is a Councillor for the Castle Hill area in Ipswich. He lives near the castle it was named after; an archaeological TV show called ‘Time Team’ excavated his garden a few years ago. BJ invited IF to the Progression Session to discuss the Cornhill project.
· MW’s guide dog, Mac, has a day off today. BT is taking over MW’s role at RNIB, as Regional Campaigns Officer for the East of England.
· AS, EC, and BP sent their apologies: AS is on holiday; EC had a carer handover; BP is finishing the Elmer trail in Ipswich, before the elephant statues are moved to be put to auction for charity.  
· GH has emailed Ipswich Borough Council, and Suffolk County Council, about the lack of pavement maintenance in Fircroft, Larchcroft, and Birchcroft Road, and Henley Avenue. Weeds are overgrown, which makes it dangerous to walk across. GH felt like IBC and SCC were blaming each other for the problems. She passed this feedback onto Martyn Fulcher, who accused GH’s of being unfair. 

· ACTION: GH to forward IF and BJ Martyn Fulcher’s response before the next Progression Session.

2. Review of the previous minutes
· Matters Arising:
· Page 1: The homeless man with the aggressive dog that attacked C is being sentenced next week. Though attempts were made to rehabilitate the dog, it did not work. The dog has since been put to sleep.

· MW proposed that a new rule is instigated: there will be no mention of Brexit in future Progression Sessions. BJ seconded this; agreed by all in attendance.
· Page 2: ACTION: Ongoing. SOBE’s doctors will be investigating to see if he has a cyst that is causing continuous throat and ear infections. Once SOBE is better, he will contact Red Cross about their first courses and investigate SquareSpace with regards to building a new website for The Charioteers.
· ACTION: Complete. COBE contacted IBC Councillor Kelvin Dean about coming to a Progression Session. He has promised to get back to her soon.
· Meeting for people with visual impairments – BT is now in charge of this. ACTION: BT will send BJ the information of the next meeting when it is organised.
· Local Voting Officer – Russell Williams is the Local Voting Officer. ACTION: IF will send BJ his contact details before the next Progression Session. Mr. Williams may be able to help with the campaign to make ballot papers more accessible for blind voters.
· ACTION: Complete. Radio Suffolk DJ Wayne Bevan was unable to attend the Charioteers’ last football match before the summer break (13th July). Wayne has moved to Northampton and is stepping down as Patron for the Charioteers.
· Blue Badges - ACTION: IF will inquire about the £7 million the council has allegedly been given to create more parking spaces for disabled people. TH must use one of the two spaces available in Cromwell Square (in Ipswich) because her vehicle cannot fit under the barrier at the new car park in Crown Street.
· Page 3: COBE is expecting an assessment for Personal Independence Payment soon. She is very nervous.
· ACTION: BJ to invite IF to a Progression Session – Complete.
· ACTION: Ongoing. COBE will contact Kelvin Dean again, if he does not respond before the next Progression Session.
· ACTION: Ongoing. SOBE will contact a Health and Safety Executive about the Cornhill when he is better.
· GH is beginning her second year of university in a week’s time. She is studying the history of sex and gender. Emmeline Pankhurst’s granddaughter, Helen Pankhurst is the Chancellor for Suffolk University. She could be a useful ally to have with the ballot card campaign.
3. Discussion - Cornhill redevelopment update

· IF has been campaigning for changes since the first accidents in the Cornhill, before someone died there. Prior to BJ getting in contact with him, IF was unaware of the consultations Martyn Fulcher and Stuart Oxburrow were having with Suffolk Guide Dogs UK, Disability Advice Bureau, and Progression Sessions.
· They have met Stuart Oxburrow twice (17th April with Martyn Fulcher, and the 29th May with some of the architects). The first meeting allowed them to comment on what needed to change in the Cornhill. When they met again, they were asked to approve the new colour for the steps to make them more visible.
· Thus far the only noticeable change has been the removal of the concrete plinths: the so-called ‘Ipswich Stonehenge’. The builders behind it have not been paid, due to overall dissatisfaction around the finished piece. There are no plans to replace it with anything yet. 
· No safety works have been done since May. A lot of work relies heavily on what comes out of the coroners’ report, which is likely to be published by the end of the year.
· Ipswich Borough Council has an Equality and Diversity panel, with members they apparently consulted with before the redevelopment began. BJ has been invited to represent Progression Sessions, but the meetings take place on Mondays at 4pm. This is a day BJ cannot do.
· ACTION: BJ to find out when the next Equality and Diversity panel meeting will be. She will circulate this with Progression Members.

· ACTION: BJ to email the Equality and Diversity panel and request a member of Progression Sessions go in her place.

· MW was concerned that there are no professional Access Auditors on the panel. There may have been a lack of consultation with the right people, who would understand exactly what IBC have planned, and could have advised them confidently to ensure good quality. The next redevelopment project will be in Arras Square; they want to avoid the same mistakes made in the Cornhill:
· The project was already overbudget before building began. Though the government didn’t offer any funding, IBC still had a deadline to spend their own money; there is a chance that planning was rushed.
· Less than 200 people were consulted prior to the Cornhill’s redevelopment. Over 1000 people complained when it was completed. 

· Local councils like to compete when it comes to redevelopment and access;
· ACTION: for all – look for good practice with regards to access in other town spaces.

· There was discussion about ‘best practice’, Essex County Council was mentioned as having Partnership Groups & Disability Forums. They have set up Essex Cares Ltd and employ a Vision Rehabilitation Officer. There was also mention of the work done by Faye Gatenby, who works for Essex CC but lives in Ipswich.

· ACTION: IF to contact Shirley Jarlett, Head of Governance at IBC. She spent a few years working for Essex CC in a senior position, with a view to find out more of the work of Essex CC and the viability of similar locally.
· So far, no legal action has been taken against IBC for the accidents in the Cornhill. After the coroner’s report, this may change. When the Giles statue was introduced in the town in 1993, there were some accidents, but no deaths. 

4. AOB
· TH has not heard anything from the Suffolk Coalition of Disabled People since Geof Dix left the organisation over a year ago. Brenda Joyce took over his role, but a lot of the projects he had planned were dropped. This included consultation over the plans for the Cornhill.

·  BJ still volunteers with SCODP; as of now, any Disability Awareness training are strictly in the planning stages, but it could benefit IBC for future Cornhill changes. 
· ACTION: BJ will talk to Brenda about this next week. 
· Next meeting: TBA
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